
AIRPORT PUBLIC ADVISORY COMMITTEE
Monday – November 13, 2017
District #1: Maynard Curtis	         South Thomaston: Mike Florance 		Environmental: Vivian Newman 
District #2: Roger Peabody (absent)   FBO’s: Shane Burns          			Commercial Pilot:  Katie Shaw 
District #3: Dick Witherspoon 	         Flying Club:  Ron Vanosdol        		Business:  Greg Peet (absent)
Owls Head: Adam Philbrook 

Also present: Jeff Northgraves, Carol Maines, Kathy Allain, Ken Wexler and Jan Gaudio

CALLED TO ORDER: 4:30PM.

RECOGNIZE GUEST:  Guests were recognized and had no comments.

APPROVED AUGUST 14, 2017 MINUTES:  Katie Shaw moved and Ron Vanosdol seconded to approve: Approved  8-0-0

SUB-COMMITTEE FEEDBACK:  
	Environmental/Community Relations Sub-Committee: Kathy Allain has only received a couple of questionnaires back.  Additional were passed out and she is requesting everyone to respond as soon as possible.
Safety, Operation and Administration Sub-Committee: Katie Shaw held a meeting October 30, 2017.  Items discussed: 
Plowing concerns (another sub-committee meeting will be scheduled to review this seasons plan), 
Manpower changes, 
airport projects for next summer, 
clear area around AWOS, 
obstruction tower lights, new runway extension lighting, 
VASI/PAPI for 21 and/or GPS approach for 21, 
can we revisit Customs at the airport?
can we look at putting weather operations on the website or facebook?
	Business Plan Sub-Committee: Greg Peet (absent).  This sub-committee met on Oct 2, 2017.  They decided to take no action on the Business Plan, as it was updated in 2016.  The Chair will plan a meeting late 2018 to review potential updates to the plan.

AIRPORT MANPOWER CHAGNES:  The Airport’s Maintenance Supervisor resigned (to take a job at the OHTM).  Jeremy Shaw has been selected to replace him.  The County is advertising to fill Jeremy’s old position as Airport Maintenance (subsequent to the APAC meeting, Paul Willis was hired to fill this position).  The airport has also added 5 individuals to the ‘on-call/Part-time’ list for snow removal. (Jimmy Philbrook, Bill McCall, Kevin Haj, Mark Kunz and Bill O’Brien)

BUDGET UPDATE: The Airport’s budget has been submitted to the budget process and approval is anticipated at the December 7, 2017 Joint Meeting of the County Commission and Budget Committee.  A Public Hearing will be held at 6pm.  Total Net Budget for the Airport is $92,804 from tax payers (down 12% from last year = $97,865).  Total expenses were up 3%, driven by an 8% increase in Personnel Costs (mostly due health insurance increases).  Revenues are planned to be up 7% ($467,559 to $501,390) driven by additional Aircraft Excise Taxes and the new Café.

VOLUNTARY CURFEW & REPORTS OF LOW FLYING AIRCRAFT:  Two APAC members asked about two incidents last month.  One was an aircraft that landed after our voluntary curfew:  The airline (Delta Private Jets) is not a frequent user of our airport.  Their customer required the arrival time.  The other was a “low flying” aircraft, reported to be a Cape Air aircraft during approach and landing.  The information was passed to Cape Air on the day of the incident, but the Airport Manger reminded the APAC, that the FAA is the regulators of the airspace and they have specifically forbidden airport managers from attempting to enforce altitude restriction on pilots, including drone pilots.  

Quote from the Department of Transportation FAA Office of the Secretary of Transportation, RIN 2120-AJ60 ACTION: Final Rule (emphasis added):
“Airport operators have the proprietary right to operate their airport in a safe and efficient manner.  Under 49 USC 40103, the FAA has the sole authority to regulate airspace, including airspace overlying an airport.  While airport operators have the ability to manage operations on the surface of the airport, airport operators may not regulate the use of airspace above and near the airport.”

Low flying, erratic/unsafe aircraft operations should be reported to the Portland Flight Standards District Office (FSDO) at 780-3296. 

PUBLIC COMMENT/QUESTIONS: A general discussion of how sub-committee information should be provided to the APAC and the public. Going forward, all APAC members will be included on the invitation for sub-committee meetings and results of meetings will be provided to the APAC as minutes/notes/or briefings to the APAC; to be included in the APAC’s minutes.

[bookmark: _GoBack]SET NEXT MEETING: Next meeting is scheduled for January 8, 2018 at 4:30 pm. 

ADJOURNED AT 5:40 P.M. 
