AIRPORT PUBLIC ADVISORY COMMITTEE

     







Monday – May 14, 2012
District #1: Gray Smith 
(absent)

Nearby Citizens: Pennie Alley 

Environmental:
William Jones
District #2: John Curtis
     

FBO’s: Shane Burns


Commercial Pilot:  Kevin Waters (absent)
District #3: Jim Kirstead

Flying Club:  Dale Flint 

Business:  Bill Maddox

Also present: Jeff Northgraves, Jan Gaudio and from Stantec: Bill Gerrish, Shane McDougall and Gregg Cohen 
PUBLIC MEETING for Avigation Easements and Obstruction Removal Environmental Assessment Project:

Jeff Northgraves recognized Stantec project managers/engineers Bill Gerrish and Shane McDougall, from Presque Isle and introduced Gregg Cohen, Environmental Engineer from Stantec’s Portland office.  Mr. Cohen described the EA process and presented the project plan and overview.   This public meeting was conducted as an additional attempt to present the draft plan (provided to the committee at the last meeting) to the public, following an article in the Village Soup, formal postings in local papers, on-line at the airport’s web-page and postings in both Owls Head and South Thomaston of the project and the draft EA.  The public had been given 30 days to make comment, with no inputs.  The draft will be sent to the FAA for final review, determination and approval.
RECOGNIZE GUEST:  Jan Gaudio introduced himself as an interested neighbor (from Spruce Head).  He is interested in serving on a Sub-Committee.
WELCOME and RECOGNIZE new Committee Member:  Mr. Northgraves introduced William Jones to each of the Committee members.  Mr. Jones will be filling the Environmental chair previously filled by Kathy Allain.
ELECT OFFICERS For 2012 - 2013:  The Committee nominated Pennie Alley for Chair, Bill Maddox for 1st VP and Kevin Waters for 2nd VP.  
a. Chair: Pennie Alley elected, 6 for, 0 against and Pennie abstained

b. 1st VP: Bill Maddox elected, 6 for 0 against and Bill abstained

c. 2nd VP: Kevin Waters elected, 7 for 0 against

APPROVE MINUTES from April 9, 2012:  Jim Kirstead moved passage of the March minutes, Dale Flint seconded and they were approved 5-0-2.
REVIEW AND RECOMMEND AWARD OF LANDSCAPING PROJECT:  
a. Convert Parking Islands from mulch to grass:  Three quotes from JK Kalloch ($3,790 plus $100/hour for water); Maine Stone and Lancscape ($4,700, no water) and Jackson Landscape ($5,800, no water)
b. Picnic Tables and Chairs for Gazebo/observation area:  Committee recommended two picnic tables and a few wooden Adirondack chairs be acquired for the grass area north of the terminal.

Mr. Bill Jones moved to recommend to the County Administrator to award the project to JK Kalloch and authorize up to two hours of watering, if required.  Dale Flint 2nd.  Motion approved 7-0.
AIP FUNDING:  Mr. Northgraves briefed the committee on recent changes to the federal funding level for Airport Improvement Program (AIP) projects.  As of the passage (Feb 14, 2012) of the long awaited FAA Reauthorization Bill, the FAA will fund 90% of AIP projects (down from 95%).  This increased the combined state and local share from 5% to 10% (normally split evenly between the two).  The state had notified airports they would not be able to fund their share of the increase in 2012 nor 2013.  This would effectively increase the County’s share of capital improvement grants from 2.5% to 7.5%.  Mr. Northgraves and the airport managers from Portland and Auburn Lewiston (Paul Bradbury and Rick Cloutier) meet with MDOT Commissioner David Bernhardt on May 7, 2012 to try to convince him to use aviation generated state revenues to fund 5% of the AIP projects.  MDOT was able to support the request, and even changed their previous position of not participating in pavement maintenance projects. 
DISCUSS SUMMER/FALL MEETING SCHEDULE:  The Committee decided to meet every other month, through the summer and into the fall.  Mr. Northgraves mentioned the Master Plan Update could require additional meetings, once that project is approved/funded, but expected those public informational meetings would not begin until late fall or early winter.
QUESTIONS AND PUBLIC COMMENTS: None.
SET NEXT MEETING AND ADJOURN:  The next APAC meeting will be July 9, 2012 at 4:00 PM (subsequently changed to July 16, 2012). 

