AIRPORT PUBLIC ADVISORY COMMITTEE

     







Monday – March 12, 2012
District #1: Gray Smith 
(absent)

Nearby Citizens: Pennie Alley 

Environmental:
Kathy Allain 
District #2: John Curtis
     

FBO’s: Shane Burns


Commercial Pilot:  Kevin Waters (absent)
District #3: Jim Kirstead

Flying Club:  Dale Flint 

Business:  Bill Maddox 
Also present: Rob & Sherree Craig, Bill Gloede,  Jeff Northgraves 
MEETING CALLED TO ORDER:  Kathy called the meeting to order.

PUBLIC INPUT: None.
PRESENTATION FROM MR. CRAIG FOR AIRPORT CAFÉ:  Rob and Sherree Craig discussed their plans for a small café offering ‘general store’ type foods/meals including breakfast, lunch, later afternoon services and catering for aircraft.  Food would be appropriate for passengers to carry away.  Rob is a trained chef with over 20 years of food service experience.  The couple is also negotiating to purchase the Owls Head General Store. 
APPROVE MINUTES from February 20, 2012:  Pennie Alley moved passage of the February minutes, Dale Flint seconded and they were approved 7-0.

APAC NOMINATIONS:  The Georges River Land Trust and the Coastal Mountains Land Trust have both nominated Mr. William Jones to fill the environmental seat.  The Town of Vinalhaven (Selectboard) has nominated Marjorie Stratton (Town Manager) for the District #3 Seat.  Jim Kirstead is the incumbent and would like to serve another term.
PRESENTATION FROM MR. GLOEDE FOR AIRPORT PIZZA:   Bill Gloede discussed his plans for a “Napoli” style pizza shop.  He described the differences between chain, local, Greek and Napoli pizza.  He would also offer hot dogs and would be open from 11am to about 8pm.  He believed his target market would be carryout and in the future delivery, with some in-store service.
CHAMBER EVENT (March 14, 2pm to 7pm):  The airport manager has reserved a table at the Samoset.  He will do the set-up Wednesday morning, but needs someone to be there around 1:30 until he gets back from the County Commission Meeting that starts at 2pm.  Pennie Alley, Kathy Allain and Bill Maddox will coordinate their schedules to open and help man the booth.
FAA REAUTHORIZATION BILL:  The airport manager briefed the impact of the FAA Reauthorization Bill, passed by Congress and signed by the President in February.  The Bill returns the federal share of AIP projects back to 90% (for the last several years they have funded 95%).  This means our projects will cost the County twice as much.  To make matters worse, the State and the County have traditionally split these local costs – the State (MDOT) has indicated they will not be able to support the increase in their share for 2012 nor 2013.  This means, our share will actually triple (2.5% up to 7.5%) for most projects.   The airport manager presented his proposed realignment of projects but even after shifting the multimillion-dollar Runway 13/31 pavement overlay project from 2013 to 2015, the County would still need to commit an additional $35K each year (through 2015 and $20K after that) in the budget for capital improvement.  We have the funds to do the 2012 and 2013 projects but even those will be scaled back significantly.  Maine Aeronautics Advisory Board (MAAB) and the Maine Airport Managers’ Association (MAMA) will be discussing this issue with MDOT.
QUESTIONS AND PUBLIC COMMENTS: Kathy Allain reminded everyone that we can expect to have at least monthly meetings in conjunction with the Master Plan development discussed at last meeting. 
Kathy Allain also asked for each member to verbalize which food service presentation they favored and to explain why.  All 7 members present supported the Craig’s proposal for many different reasons.  Jim Kirstead moved to recommend to the Commission to approve the Craig proposal, Bill Maddox seconded and the motion was approved 7-0.  Kathy asked each member to send an email to the airport manager summarizing their thoughts and for the airport manager to pass the summaries to the Commission, with their unanimous recommendation.
SET NEXT MEETING AND ADJOURN:  The next APAC meeting will be April 9, 2012 at 4:00 PM. 

