AIRPORT PUBLIC ADVISORY COMMITTEE

     







Monday – August 8, 2011
District #1: Gray Smith 
           

Nearby Citizens: Pennie Alley 

Environmental:
Kathy Allain 
District #2: John Curtis
     

FBO’s: Shane Burns (absent)

Commercial Pilot:  Kevin Waters (absent)
District #3: Jim Kirstead (absent)
Flying Club:  Dale Flint 

Business:  Bill Maddox

Also present: Jeff Northgraves 
MEETING CALLED TO ORDER:  Kathy called the meeting to order.

PUBLIC INPUT: None 
APPROVE MINUTES from June 13, 2011:  Dale Flint moved passage of the June minutes, Pennie Alley seconded and they were approved 6-0.

REVIEW EAS and FAA Shut Down Impact:  Jeff Northgraves summarized the current EAS debates in Congress: The House has included language from the Senate’s FAA Reauthorization Bill in the most recent Continuing Resolution (CR); that eliminates EAS subsidies for 4 – 6 airports that have very high subsidy rates (some are over $3K per passenger – ours is less than $100/passenger).  The Senate objected to the language and the CR was not passed in time.  Most FAA employees were furloughed, passenger taxes to the government stopped and some projects were put on hold.  Our projects are already approved and funded but the furloughed manpower may delay our reimbursements (nobody there to process the paperwork).  We did put one of our projects on hold, but it was really to allow time for parts to be delivered and get the contractors off the runway during the Lobster Festival surge.
REVIEW OHAAC Activities:  Kathy discussed recent actions by the OHAAC that imply the airport is not conforming to FAA/MDEP or Town requirements.  They sent a letter to MDEP and the Town complaining about the Budget Rental vehicles parked on the grass.  MDEP has no problems with parking on the grass and in fact their recent Low Impact Development concept specifically recommends using porous materials when constructing parking lots.  The Town does not have any ordinance (or a reason) to restrict vehicle parking on grass and in fact the Town and the OHAAC requested we use porous material to construct the parking lot on Dublin Road.  An individual also called the FAA to report the airport was not keeping gates closed, allowed vehicles to park inside the fence and allowed a boat to be stored on the airport.  None of these violated any FAA requirements and the FAA told the caller there was nothing they could do.
REVIEW LANDSCAPE Progress:  The County Commission Approved award of both contracts to place trees in the area between Ash Point Drive and the Parking lots and to construct a fence and gazebo.  Both should be completed in late-September or early-October when the season is better for planting trees.
REVIEW PORT OF ENTRY PROGRESS:  DHS did a site visit to the Rockland area – they not encouraging about upgrading the Rockland Port, but they were more positive about making the Airport a port of entry.  We would need to pay the personnel costs (through user fees and private/public cooperation) but, it is possible.
QUESTIONS AND PUBLIC COMMENTS: None  
SET NEXT MEETING:  The next APAC meeting will be Oct 10, 2011 at 4:00 PM.  

