AIRPORT PUBLIC ADVISORY COMMITTEE

Monday – January 12, 2015
District #1: Maynard Curtis

Nearby Citizens: Pennie Alley 

Environmental:
William Jones 
District #2: Vacant 


FBO’s: Shane Burns (absent)

Commercial Pilot:  Kevin Waters  (absent)
District #3: Dick Witherspoon

Flying Club:  Dale Flint
 (absent)
Business:  Bill Maddox (absent)
Also present: Jeff Northgraves, Carol Maines, Chuck Hartman, Greg Peet, Jan Gaudio
Pennie Alley called the meeting to order at 4:32PM.  

RECOGNIZE GUEST:  Chair Alley recognized our guests and gave them an opportunity to comment/ask questions.
APPROVE November 18, 2014 MINUTES:  Bill Jones moved and Dick Witherspoon seconded to approve.  Approved  4-0.
RECOMMEND TO COUNTY COMMISSION APPROVAL OF THE AIRPORT MASTER PLAN UPDATE:

Dick Witherspoon moved and Bill Jones seconded. Approved 4-0.
RECOMMEND COUNTY COMMISSION APPOINT ELAINE CLARK TO THE DISTRICT #2 SEAT THROUGH 2017:  Dick Witherspoon moved and Maynard Curtis seconded. Approved 4-0.
PUBLIC COMMENTS/QUESTIONS: Maynard Curtis asked about the location of the obstruction light pole on Ash Point Drive, the ALP shows it in the right-of-way but the airport manager confirmed it would be sited on airport property, out of the right-of-way, currently planned to be inside the fence.

Pennie Alley asked about Chuck Jacob’s ‘historical’ presentation to the APAC.   The Airport Manager had asked Mr. Jacob to make his presentation to the APAC during the February meeting and Mr. Jacob agreed that would be best for him too.  Bill Jones asked to renew his offer to preview the presentation, as the Environmental Seat and as a history buff.  The airport manager will pass this proposal to Mr. Jacob.
Carol Maines discussed the committee the County Commission had formed to rewrite/combine the APAC Charter and By Laws, specifically to accommodate the Owls Head Selectboard’s request to split the ‘Nearby Neighbors’ Seat into two seats (one for South Thomaston and one for Owls Head), increasing the APAC to 10 seats.  The County Administrator, the Airport Manager and one Selectboard member from Owls Head and South Thomaston have been asked to recommend a rewrite to the Commission.  The details have not been worked out, but the Owls Head proposal would remove South Thomaston and Owls Head from eligibility for the District #1 Seat (leaving only Rockland and Thomaston eligible to nominate for that seat).  The Owls Head proposal suggested Owls Head and South Thomaston would each nominate only one person and the Commission could appoint that person or reject that person and ask the town to nominate another individual.  This is different from all other seats.  The Commission currently sees every submission, with recommendations from stake holders and the APAC, but the Commission is free to select anybody who submits a request for consideration, even if they come directly to the Commission.  Greg Peet expressed concern these new procedures could/would make it harder for a South Thomaston or Owls Head resident to be appointed.  Carol Maines and the airport manager indicated the changes are proposals at this point and the ‘rewrite committee’ would need to flesh out the details.  It was also mentioned, the Commission could enact changes without sending the new document for review by the other stake holders, but how they proceed after the ‘rewrite committee’ presents their proposal would should be a specific/conscience decision by the Commission.
SET NEXT MEETING: The airport manager mentioned we need to meet in February to welcome our newest member, set the timeline for the 2015 appointments (Bill Jones, Dick Witherspoon and Bill Maddox) and for Mr. Jacob’s presentation.  Next meeting will be February 9, 2015 at 4:30 in the manager’s conference room.  
ADJOURNED AT 5:43PM. 
