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KNOX COUNTY COMMISSION 
 

Regular Meeting                                                                      Tuesday – December 11, 2012 – 2:00 p.m. 
 
The regular monthly meeting of the Knox County Commission was held on Tuesday, December 11, 2012, at 2:00 
p.m., at the county courthouse, 62 Union Street, Rockland, Maine.  
 
Commission members present were: Carol L. Maines, Commissioner District #1, Richard L. Parent, Jr., 
Commissioner District #2, and Roger A. Moody, Commissioner District #3.  
 
County staff present included: County Administrator Andrew Hart, Administrative Assistant Candice Richards, 
EMA Director Ray Sisk, Finance Director Kathy Robinson, Systems Administrator Mike Dean, Sheriff Donna 
Dennison, and Chief Deputy Tim Carroll. 
 
Others in attendance: HR Consultant Laurie Bouchard (arrived at 3:16 p.m., left at 3:22 p.m.). 
 

Regular Meeting – Agenda  
Tuesday – December 11, 2012 – 2:00 p.m. 

 
I. 2:00 Meeting Called To Order 
 
II.         2:05 Public Comment - Public Comment during other portions of the meeting will only be granted by 

permission of the chair. 
 

III. 2:20 Consent Items 
1. Approve Consent Items as Presented: 

i. Agenda - Non Agenda Items Only Permitted if Emergency in Nature. 
ii. Minutes of Regular Commission Meeting of November 13, 2012. 

iii. Monthly Written Departmental Reports. 
iv. Reserve Withdrawals. 
v. Budget Line Transfers. 

 
IV. 2:25 Action Items 

1. Act on Appointment to the Board of Assessment Review. 
2. Act to Award Bid for One New Patrol Vehicle for Use by the Sheriff’s Department. 
3. Act to Award Furniture Bid for 301 Park Street Project. 
4. Act to Approve and Sign Union Contract with the National Correctional Employees Union. 
5. Act to Authorize Arrest Authority Outside Knox County Jurisdiction for the Sheriff and Certified Full-

Time Deputy Sheriffs. 
6. Act to Authorize the Chair to Sign a Letter of Support for an Our Town Grant for the Farnsworth 

Museum.  
7. Act to Approve and Adopt the 2012 Knox County Hazard Mitigation Plan. 

 
V. 2:40 Discussion Items 

1. E 9-1-1 Addressing for Knox County Unorganized Territories. 
2. Update on Knox County Public Safety Building Project. 
 

VI. 3:00 Other Business 
 
VII. Adjourn 

 
I. Meeting Called to Order 

Commission Chair Roger Moody called the regular meeting of the Knox County Commission to order at 
2:04 p.m. 
 

II. Public Comment 
Commissioner Roger Moody asked for public comment. There was none.  
 

III. Consent Items 
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1. Approve Consent Items as Presented: 
i. Agenda - Non Agenda Items Only Permitted if Emergency in Nature. 

ii. Minutes of Regular Commission Meeting of November 13, 2012. 
iii. Monthly Written Departmental Reports. 
iv. Reserve Withdrawals. 
v. Budget Line Transfers 

 
• A motion was made by Commissioner Richard Parent to approve the consent items as presented.  

The motion was seconded by Commissioner Carol Maines.  
 
Commissioner Maines asked Communications Director Linwood Lothrop about the first page of his 
report where he explained about going to some locations within the County and not getting any radio 
reception on the pagers. Director Lothrop noted that it was mostly a pager issue but that there had been 
some difficulties because of the lightning strike on Ragged Mountain in October that’s interfering with 
the pattern of the signal. Insurance covers the cost of the repair to the equipment. 
 
Commissioner Parent asked if the problems Camden is having with their radios is connected. Director 
Lothrop replied that it’s probably a programming issue. Sometimes it’s assumed that it’s a County 
problem when it might just be that the owners of the radios do not have them programmed correctly. 
 
• A vote was taken with all in favor.  
 
2012 Reserve Withdrawals:  

 
DARE 300008-10070 $1,200.00 
Deeds Surcharge 200008-12740 $3,050.61 
Legal Expense 200008-12650 $18,707.41 
Sheriff’s Computer 200008-12760 $1,993.12 
 Total $24,951.14 

 
2012 Budget Line Transfers: 
 

FROM:                                                                                       TO: 
Airport      
Gas 416004-54650 $300 Building Maintenance 416004-54595 $2,300 
Heating Fuel 416005-55205 $2,000 Heating Repairs 416004-54610 $200 
Fire Fighting Supplies 416005-55376 $400 Office Supplies 416004-55335 $200 
      
Building Maintenance      
Telephone 006004-54315 $200 Electrical Repairs 006004-54600 $646 
Electricity 006004-54555 $8,484 Heating Repairs 006004-54610 $1,799 
Water 006004-54565 $350 Rubbish Removal 006004-54620 $443 
Equipment Repairs 006004-54575 $4,096 Gas 006004-54650 $42 
Plumbing Repairs 006004-54615 $633 Cleaning Supplies 006005-55315 $486 
   Building Upgrades 006007-57390 $10,347 
      
Building Maintenance - 301      
Electricity 016004-54555 $1,600 Heating Fuel 016005-55205 $1,600 
      
Communications      
Supervisors 518003-53811 $2,206 Resignation/Termination 518003-53940 $1,406 
Public Relations 518005-55366 $326 Papers 518004-54320 $800 
   Uniforms 518005-55405 $326 
      
District Attorney      
Workers Compensation 003003-53920 $236 Drug Analysis 003004-54025 $240 
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Transcripts 003004-54080 $365 Other, Tolls 003004-54120 $8 
Liability Insurance 003004-54425 $26 Postage 003004-54520 $581 
Computer Repairs 003004-54585 $502 District Court Fees 003004-54541 $28 
Office Supplies 003005-55335 $250 Training & Seminars 003004-54545 $205 
   Equipment – Copiers 003004-54570 $151 
   Computer Supplies 003005-55385 $166 
      
Deeds      
Copy Machine Supplies 009005-55345 $141 Computer Supplies 009005-55385 $141 
      
Emergency Management      
Auto Mileage 002004-54105 $5 Telephone 002004-54315 $452 
Training & Seminars 002004-54545 $50 Equipment Repairs 002004-54575 $188 
Radio Repairs 002004-54580 $160 Computer Repairs 002004-54585 $25 
Auto Repairs 002004-54655 $166 Gas 002004-54650 $282 
Food 002005-55104 $26    
Auto Supplies 002005-55310 $109    
Training Supplies 002005-55375 $50    
Office Supplies 002005-55385 $300    
Equipment 002005-55615 $81    
      
Probate      
Health Insurance 010003-53910 $106 Typewriters 010004-54695 $91 
Transcripts 010004-54080 $166 Computer Supplies 010005-55385 $87 
   Books, Subscriptions 010005-55505 $58 
   Auto Mileage 010014-54105 $36 
      
Sheriff      
Part Time 011003-53820 $2,000 Overtime 011003-53800 $5,024 
FICA 011003-53900 $3,500 Stipends 011003-53860 $1,600 
ICMA 011003-53960 $1,000 Flexible Benefits 011003-53950 $55 
Auto Repairs 011004-54655 $2,672 Lodging 011004-54115 $347 
Emergency Island 011004-54700 $445 Other, Tolls 011004-54120 $609 
Office Supplies 011005-55335 $369 Airline 011004-54690 $90 
K-9 Supplies 011005-55395 $552 Criminal Investigative 011004-54730 $138 
   Safety Supplies 011004-55305 $833 
   Auto Supplies 011005-55310 $856 
   Photographic Supplies 011005-55340 $42 
   Public Education Supplies 011005-55366 $16 
   Uniforms 011005-55405 $928 
      
 Total: $33,872  Total: $33,872 

 
IV. Action Items 
 

1. Act on Appointment to the Board of Assessment Review. 
Tammy Brown, who is currently working as the Town Assessor for the Town of North Haven, has 
expressed interest in serving on the Board of Assessment Review. There has been a vacancy on the 
Board for some time since Steven Powell resigned. Administrator Hart recommended that the 
Commission appoint Ms. Brown to the Board. He added that she is the only person who has shown 
interest since Mr. Powell resigned and appointing her would put the Board back to being complete. 
 
• A motion was made by Commissioner Richard Parent to appoint Tammy Brown to the Knox 

County Board of Assessment Review. The motion was seconded by Commissioner Carol Maines. 
A vote was taken with all in favor.  
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2. Act to Award Bid for One New Patrol Vehicle for Use by the Sheriff’s Department. 
Bids were sent out to seven vehicle vendors. The County received seven bids from four different 
vendors. Chief Deputy Carroll explained that the Ford Utility Police Interceptor was the most 
economical of the bid submissions. The Dodge bids that were submitted didn’t fit the specifications in 
the bid. Of the two Ford bids by Quirk Auto, Chief Deputy Carroll was recommending the $27,720.50 
bid instead of the $26,588.50 bid because the higher priced vehicle is not only in stock (as opposed to 
waiting 120 days after an order is placed), but it also comes with some emergency lighting and the 
siren already built into the vehicle. It means the Sheriff’s Department won’t have to pay extra or have 
to wait longer for the vehicle to be taken apart just to have those features installed. 
 
• A motion was made by Commissioner Richard Parent to award the bid to Quirk Auto for a 2013 

Ford Utility Police Interceptor for a bid of $27,720.50. The motion was seconded by Commissioner 
Carol Maines. A vote was taken with all in favor.  

 
3. Act to Award Furniture Bid for 301 Park Street. 

Bids were sent out to four furniture vendors. The County received bids back from three of the vendors. 
The lowest overall bidder was TAB Office Supplies but their bid was rendered disqualified as it was 
incomplete and there were some issues with the company not providing information as required in the 
bid specifications, and for supplying substitutions for equipment rather than what the specifications 
called for. This resulted in WB Mason being the lowest overall bidder. Administrator Hart explained 
that he had met with Director Lothrop and Chief Deputy Carroll on December 7th to review the bids 
and to compare them. He noted that he had realized later that when the County sent out bid 
specifications, the specifications for the Sheriff’s Department Training Room was not included so he 
had contacted the vendors afterwards to get quotes from them.  
 
Commissioner Moody asked if the bid of $25,229 fell within the estimate for the project. Administrator 
Hart responded that this was actually outside of the 301 Park Street project and that the departments are 
paying for the furniture out of their own budgets. 
 
• A motion was made by Commissioner Carol Maines to award the furniture bid for 301 Park Street 

to WB Mason for a bid total of $25,229. The motion was seconded by Commissioner Richard 
Parent. A vote was taken with all in favor.  

 
4. Act to Approve and Sign Union Contract with the National Correctional Employees Union. 

Administrator Hart explained that the NCEU membership had voted to approve the contract. The 
membership representation and NCEU President Mike Nessinger have all signed the two contract 
copies already. Once the Commission has signed them, the County will keep one completed original 
and the Union will have the second original. Wage increases are being done retroactive back to January 
1st just as the County had done with the Fraternal Order of Police union employees when they ratified 
their contract. 
 
• A motion was made by Commissioner Carol Maines to approve the union contract with the 

National Correctional Employees Union. The motion was seconded by Commissioner Richard 
Parent. A vote was taken with all in favor.  

 
5. Act to Authorize Arrest Authority Outside Knox County Jurisdiction for the Sheriff and 

Certified Full-Time Deputy Sheriffs. 
Sheriff Donna Dennison explained that she thought that the Commission had approved this in the past 
but had been unable to locate any record of it. She said that she needed to make sure that her employees 
were covered so that no one would get charged with a false arrest. 
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Administrator Hart explained that he had a copy of an email from District Attorney Geoffrey Rushlau 
that had been sent to police chiefs around the state that explained about arrest authority outside 
jurisdiction. He read aloud portions of the email: 
 

“The same piece of 2003 legislation amended the authority of both deputies and municipal 
officers. The operative language is now essentially the same. For deputies it is found in 
Title 30-A, Section 405, subsection l-A: Optional Powers. For municipal officers it is found 
in Title 30-A, Section 2671, subsection 2-A: Optional Powers. As to either type of officer 
the hiring authority (county commissioners and municipal officers) may authorize the 
agency's officers who are certified for full time work under Title 25, Section 2804-C to 
make a warrantless arrest outside their jurisdiction if they could legally make the arrest in 
their jurisdiction under Section 15 of the Criminal Code. When possible the other 
municipality's law enforcement agency is to be notified before making the arrest. Even if 
pre-arrest notification is not possible the other agency still must be notified immediately 
after the arrest. 
 
Every agency should locate and have available a copy of whatever authorization was 
granted after the 2003 law went into effect. We may need it in a Motion to Suppress 
hearing if an attorney claims an extra-territorial arrest was illegal. If a county or 
municipality did not do anything in 2003, or since, it probably should. Authority granted 
under the prior law is arguably no longer valid. It may also be hard to find a record of the 
decision to grant the authority. Reviewing the situation now is probably a good idea even if 
the prior authority may still be valid. A county or town can decide whether to authorize all 
the arrest powers under Section 15, or some of them, or none. That might depend in part on 
local circumstances, such as whether officers frequently are in other towns as part of 
routine patrol, or if deputies have to pass through an adjoining county to get from one part 
of their county to another part, or when the nearest hospital or jail is located in another 
town or county. Some of those circumstances may have changed over time. In any case, 
every department needs to be clear about the arrest authority its officers will have outside 
your jurisdiction. While I believe full-time, Academy-trained officers should have the 
broadest possible authority, there may be reasons your town or county wants to limit that. It 
just should be clear.” 

 
This should be in effect until the commission revokes it or the law changes. 
 
• A motion was made by Commissioner Richard Parent to authorize arrest authority outside Knox 

County jurisdiction for all 25 arrest powers per Title 30-A, Section 405, subsection l-A: Optional 
Powers for the Sheriff, Chief Deputy and all certified full-time deputy sheriffs. The motion was 
seconded by Commissioner Carol Maines. A vote was taken with all in favor.  

 
6. Act to Authorize the Chair to Sign a Letter of Support for an Our Town Grant for the 

Farnsworth Museum. 
Administrator Hart explained that Kit Stone from the Farnsworth Art Museum has asked for a letter of 
support from the County for the National Endowment for the Arts, specifically the Farnsworth’s “Our 
Town” grant proposal that they are doing in conjunction with RSU13. 
 
Administrator Hart was asked by the Commission to find out why only RSU13 was included as 
commissioners were concerned that the other school systems were left out. Administrator Hart said that 
he would ask Ms. Stone. 
 
• A motion was made by Commissioner Richard Parent to authorize the Chair to sign a letter of 

support for an Our Town Grant for the Farnsworth Museum. The motion was seconded by 
Commissioner Carol Maines. A vote was taken with all in favor.  
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7. Act to Approve and Adopt the 2012 Knox County Hazard Mitigation Plan. 
EMA Director Ray Sisk explained that he was asking the Commission to adopt this plan on behalf of 
the Unorganized Territory (Criehaven and Muscle Ridge Shoals townships) in Knox County.  
 
• A motion was made by Commissioner Richard Parent to approve and adopt the 2012 Knox County 

Hazard Mitigation Plan. The motion was seconded by Commissioner Carol Maines. A vote was 
taken with all in favor.  

 
V. Discussion Items 
 

1. E 9-1-1 Addressing for Knox County Unorganized Territories. 
EMA Director Ray Sisk explained that the County has been asked to provide E-911 addressing for a 
township in the County’s Unorganized Territory to facilitate internet service for one resident of that 
community.  Under Maine Statute, this is a municipal service which may be provided by the county. He 
said that the issue came up as a request of one resident on Criehaven who was trying to get internet 
service but found that the company wouldn’t allow him to until they could verify his E 9-1-1 address. It 
would take some work for the County to do this because there would need to be an E 9-1-1 officer in 
the unorganized territories, which there currently isn’t. He added that he just wanted to bring it up for 
discussion purposes and was not asking the Commission to make any decisions. 
 
There was a discussion about the feasibility to provide E-9-1-1 addressing and whether the island 
residents as a whole would even be interested or if it was just one individual. None of the island 
residents on Criehaven live out there in the colder months of the year so they are only out there in the 
summer. There was some concern about the fact that the County has no budget for the unorganized 
territories and it is not a quick or an easy process to develop one. The budget for the unorganized 
territories are funded by the State and the County cannot spend County dollars on unorganized territory 
expenses. Criehaven had actually been a plantation at one point but the residents chose to no longer be 
organized so it was possible the rest of the residents aren’t going to be interested in the County 
providing services or getting involved. Knox County is the only county in Maine that has unorganized 
territories offshore, which makes it difficult to provide any kind of services. Matinicus is closest to 
them but has limited resources. Administrator Hart, Director Lothrop and Director Sisk will all be 
attending a meeting in the near future with Marcia McInnis from the State to discuss issues relating to 
the Unorganized Territories. It was decided to wait and see how that meeting goes before the 
Commission continues the discussion at another Commission meeting in the future. 
 
It was noted that Isle Au Haut is organized but the residents chose not to do E-9-1-1 addressing. 

 
2. Update on the Knox County Public Safety Building Project. 

Administrator Hart explained that the County was getting to the tail end of the project. There have been 
progress meetings every Wednesday. Mike Adams, Bill Lane, and John Hansen attend them and 
occasionally Mike Dean and Linwood also attend. The next meeting is tomorrow at which time there 
will be a walk-around for the exterior/building envelope to see if there are any issues before we start 
getting a lot of snow.  Administrator Hart noted that he was not happy with the paving out front 
because there’s a lot of marks in it. That will be put on the list in the spring for getting fixed. The 
striping won’t be done until the spring. The siding facing Shepard Storage hadn’t been done because of 
CMP doing their change-over and the rain caused a delay but that might be getting done tomorrow. The 
heat has been turned on. He added that he was hoping to have the building project done the beginning 
of January so departments can start moving in. 
 
Commissioner Moody asked if Administrator Hart was planning an open house once the building is 
complete. Administrator Hart said that he needed to talk to Mike Adams about it. 
 

VI. Other Business 
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Public Hearing and Final Vote on the 2013 Budget 
Tonight at 6:00 p.m. in the Jury Assembly room. 
 
Municipal Meeting with Knox County Legislative Delegation 
Tomorrow - Wednesday night at 6:30 p.m. (December 12th). 
 

VII. Adjourn 
 
• A motion was made by Commissioner Richard Parent to adjourn the meeting. The motion was 

seconded by Commissioner Carol Maines. A vote was taken with all in favor. 
 

 The meeting adjourned at 3:22 p.m.   
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Candice Richards 
Administrative Assistant 
 

The Knox County Commission approved these minutes at their regular meeting 
held on January 8, 2012. 


	Regular Meeting – Agenda 

